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FROM OUR CEO &
BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear Friends of

(Gads Hill Center,

For over 126 years, Gads Hill Center has provided sturdy ground for Chicagoans whose existing
social systems have not adequately met their needs. Demonstrated in these pages, you'll find the
results of another year’s work in service of filling critical gaps in those systems.

Under the leadership of Maricela Garcia, our last twelve years of service have exemplified Gads Hill
Center's commitment to providing equitable opportunities for education, mental and physical
wellness, and economic mobility for our South and West Side neighbors who need it most.

Maricela’s dedication and vision culminated in the Gads Hill Center we know today—a social
services organization more far-reaching and impactful than it has ever been before. Now, after
welcoming new CEO Mariana Osoria into this impactful community as GHC's steward, we stride
together into the next chapter of that legacy.
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Thanks to your support and our staff’s tireless efforts, 2024 saw the institution of Gads Hill Center’s
first doula program to serve and support expecting mothers in our neighborhoods. In our centers as
well as in our participants’ own homes, we continued to provide the high-quality education and
developmental programming those neighborhoods have come to rely on. We stepped toward
galvanizing our role as a community touchstone long into the future.

The numbers and stories detailed in this report illustrate what makes Gads Hill Center so integral to
the neighborhoods in which we do our work. Even when the ground shifts beneath the people who
fill our classrooms and hallways, GHC's children, youth, and their families can rely on solid footing.

The successes in our programs across children & youth services, community development, and
mental health services evidence our enduring pursuit of social equity and justice.

In Partnership,

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
GADS HILL CENTER

PRESIDENT, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
GADS HILL CENTER

GADS HILL
CENTER




WHAT WE DO

Gads Hill Center

provides vital,
dual-language
services for
Chicago families.

CHILDREN'S SERVICES YOUTH SERVICES

Our children's programs bridge the gap
through research-based early childhood
education, using a bilingual, culturally
competent curriculum aligned with Head
Start and Early Head Start frameworks.

Our teachers, clinicians, and family
support workers facilitate therapeutic
services to promote family wellness and
monitor developmental milestones.

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

Research-based mental health services
positively impact students’ academic and
social-emotional growth, helping them
navigate stressors like violence, poverty,
and systemic racial barriers.

Gads Hill Center provides multi-tiered
mental  health  support, including
individual, family, and group therapy,
crisis intervention, staff training, and
psycho-educational workshops.

Our youth programs offer rigorous, out-of-
school academic support to help
students reach or exceed grade-level
performance and achieve long-term
academic success.

Tailored by age, our curricula emphasize
science, technology, engineering, and
math, guiding youth through graduation
day, college acceptance, and beyond.

COMMUNITY INITIATIVES

Research shows strong networks and
resource access measurably improve
community health & wellness outcomes,
strengthening families' ability to support
children's academic success.

We partner with parents, schools, and
other organizations to offer wellness
services, foster civic engagement, and
empower families to advance their
children's education.



WHO WE ARE

Stepping Toward a
Bright Future Together

GUIDED BY WHAT WE VALUE
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Children and their Our staff's Our supporters and
families; their professionalism funders as partners
ability to learn, lead, and dedication to in creating well-
grow and change our children & managed and fiscally
their futures. their families. sound programs.

DRIVEN BY A VISION

That all individuals, regardless of where
they start, will achieve their full potential.

DEDICATED TO OUR MISSION

Gads Hill Center, a social service organization established in 1898,
creates opportunities for children and their families to build a better life
through education, access to resources, and community engagement.
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PROGRAM PERFORMANCE

children
under 5yo
served

home
visits

meals
provided

ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Competency Area % of Participants Teaching Strategies
) ] o GOLD measures school
Social-Emotional 89% readiness in children
. . ages 0-5, across
Physical 97% multiple competencies.
Literacy 89% Our goal was to ensure
at least 80% of our
Language 90% participants meet or
exceed TSG standard.
Cognitive 90% Our results were
significantly higher
Mathematics 88% than the goal.
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Guiding Manuel’s Growth

Little ones like Manuel struggle academically
when their homes and communities lack
essential resources. Receiving nutritious
meals, school supplies, and regular health
check-ups from Gads Hill Center transformed
Manuel’s educational journey.

Now thriving both in school and at home, he

exemplifies the dream we envision for each
of our participants. By addressing needs and
providing stable accesses to resources, Gads
Hill can help set up the next generation of
West- and South-Siders for success.

OUR PROGRAMS

Beyond the Classroom

Every element of a child’'s developmental

environment presents opportunities to
support and supplement their academic
success. By providing essential resources like
school supplies, and enriching experiences
that nurture their overall well-being, Gads Hill
Center helps our students make the most of

their time in school and beyond.

Nutritious meals, medical and dental
examinations, and vaccinations safeguard
their physical health, while future leader
seminars and civic-awareness programs build

their confidence and social responsibility.
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Hitting
the Marks

These numbers are the result of our hardworking team’s commitment
to providing access to high quality family services to our neighbors.

PROGRAM PERFORMANCE

Consistent attendance during a student's early

900/()+ education years significantly increases their

likelihood of academic success,” fostering
Public school attendance rate . .
for children who attended Gads better engagement, learning retention, and

Hill Center programs in FY24. overall achievement.

Schools with higher attendance rates often
report improved graduation outcomes,
highlighting attendance as a critical indicator
of student success.
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The Strengths & Difficulties Questionnaire
960/() (SDQ) is a brief questionnaire used to

measure and monitor children’s and young
Average Building Leaders , . .
Pro-Social Score peoples’ mental and emotional wellbeing.

The SDQ asks about each respondent’s:

95 0/0 Emotional symptoms

. Conduct
Average Jr Building Leaders . .
Pro-Social Score Activity/Attention

Peer relationship
Prosocial behavior

School GPA of students at Gads Hill Center
—_— 3 .2 1 f sits above the national average:
_— Building Leaders average GPA Plus, we provided mental health services to

12 Chicago public schools.

f students serviced by
3 L4 1 8 671 mental health clinicians

A\ Jr Building Leaders average GPA
m 10273 individual counseling

hours for students
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o 5,699+

Referrals to community
members for essential services

The Start of Something New

In 2024, Gads Hill Center was awarded
funding for our newest service offering:
a doula program, providing holistic
pregnancy and childbirth support to
mothers under 25 in Brighton Park and
nearby neighborhoods. Trained doulas
offer prenatal coaching, in-home visits,
birth advocacy, newborn developmental
guidance, and connections to essential
resources—ensuring safer, healthier, and
more positive beginnings for families.

OUR PROGRAMS

67+

Adult learning workshops
offered to community families

Empowering Young Mothers

Prenatal & Parenting Groups
Home Visits

Birth Coaching

Newborn Development Support

Resource Referrals




Adelante

“Forward”

In tireless pursuit of making our vision to
ensure all individuals, regardless of where they
start, will achieve their full potential, the work
ahead of us is as clear as it's ever been.

As we have for the past 126 years, we'll
continue to serve the people and
neighborhoods in Chicago who have historically
been overlooked, underrepresented, and
underserved.

Looking ahead, we'll continue the impactful
work made possible by our supporters, funders,
staff, participants, and neighbors.

o Support, provide for, and protect families
whose level of personal, social, and
financial risk far exceeds the norm

o Strengthen our team of dedicated public
servants

o Deepen our relationship with, and
connection to, the communities in which
we live and work

o Identify and develop future leaders, both
within our organization and within our
surrounding communities

The Work

Continues

In 2018, Gads Hill Center began
an ambitious project to build a
best-in-class Early Learning
Center, for which the Brighton
Park area had significant need.

This year, we began the next
phase of that project, which will
solidify our Brighton Park site’s
role as the largest dedicated
learning center in the area. The
work  will focus on a
comprehensive renovation of
the building’'s second floor to
provide more space for and
meet the community’s need for
youth programs.
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Gads Hill Center gave me opportunities to
gain experience and develop, like access to
debate teams, college funding workshops,
health workshops, and college visitation trips.
For a kid like me, this was a new world.

I'm standing in front of you completely
changed as a result of my time at Gads.

Cristian
(Casimiro

ALUMNUS, CLASS OF 2022
GADS HILL CENTER

“ADSHILL
"ENTER

May 9, 2024

20-year-old Cristian Casimiro delivers
a moving speech at Gads Hill Center’s
“Many Paths, One Dream” Gala.



$50,000 +

The Chicago Community Trust
Donley Foundation
Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
Healthy Communities Foundation
The John R. Flanagan

Charitable Foundation
Joyce Semankovich Trusts
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Pelino Charitable Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
UnidosUS
Zacek-McVay Fund

$20,000 - $49,999

Bright Promises Foundation
James A. & Carolyn Brett
Children First Fund

The Coleman Foundation

The Lohengrin Foundation, Inc.
William J. Watson Trust

$10,000 - $19,999

A. Montgomery Ward Foundation,
Bank of America

The Barker Welfare Foundation

Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation

Chicago Foundation for Women

Colonel Stanley R. McNeil Foundation

Excel Experts Inc.

Food Research Action Center

Fourth Presbyterian Church

The John Buck Company

McMaster-Carr Supply Company

David & Suzanne Shier

Steans Family Foundation

TJX Foundation, Inc.

Funders

$5,000 - $9,999

Adams Street Partners

After School Matters

The Andrew & Alice Fischer
Charitable Trust

Dan & Spencer Baker

David & Mary Madeleine Brett

Chapman and Cutler, LLP

Chicago White Sox Charities

David Crossett

Dover Foundation

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

McDonald's Corporation

McGowan Gin Rosica
Family Foundation

$2,000 - $4,999

Andrew Adam

Mike Ammerman

James P. Brett

Marty Brett

The Chicago Bulls

CMS Foundation, Inc.

Amber Crain

George M. Eisenberg
Foundation for Charities

Green Street Property
Management, LLC

Luis & Maria Gutierrez

Health Care Service
Corporation

Michael Best & Friedrich, LLP
National Philanthropic Trust
James & Suzanne Neaylon
PCY General Services
PNC Bank
Schwab Charitable Fund
Sims Metal
Tom Russell Charitable
Foundation, Inc.
United Way of Metro Chicago
Impact Fund
Beverly Wyckoff &
Charles Ginsberg

Hispanic Federation

Julian Grace Foundation
Brody LeMire

Jorge M. Leon

Meade Electric

Thomas Miller
Neighborhood Loans
Kathleen "Kathy" Osberger
Raza Development Fund
Simple Generosity

Matt Stasch

University of lllinois at Chicago
USl Insurance Services, LLC
Wintrust Bank - Pilsen
Michael Weathered



$500 - $1,999

Alivio Medical Center

Carolyn & John Baker

Christopher Brett

John & Lori Brett

Mary Magdelene Brett

Jorge V. Cazares

Dulce Cervantes

CoyleKiley Insurance
Agency, Inc

Debra & Reggie Clayton

Kris Clemons

Michael Collins

Clayton Crost

Chris & Daysha Daniels

Ernesto De La Torre

The Devine Foundation

Dan Dodge

Donald P. Dressel CFP

Leslie Drish

Rosa Ebling llI

David Ellstrom

Dynamic Electric

Emmanuel Episcopal
Church

Art Estrada

Reed Finley

Benevity Community
Impact Fund

Paypal Giving Fund

Maricela Garcia

Alejandra Garza

Peoples Gas

Grand Victoria Foundation

David Hartsell

Stephen Heller

Mary E. Herman

Mark Hersh

Fernando Higareda

Hispanic lllinois State Law
Enforcement
Association

Kerri Howard

Bernadette Janisch

Steven Kean

Michael Keane

Maty Kiser

Mike & Nancy Knutson

Lakeside Bank

Paige MacLennan

State Representative
Theresa Mah

George Malamis

Neil Maloney

Jim Markich

Dwight Marroquin

Tom & Stephanie McCann

Mary Meg McCarthy

Terry Mcllroy

Alejandro Menchaca

Thomas Mikucki

Sergio Morales

Premistar North

Mr. & Mrs.
Gerard O'Malley

JuanF. Orta

Raul Ortiz

Mariana Osoria &
Guillermo Mata

Maria E. Ovalle Sonitrol Great Lakes
Miguel Palacio Naomi Sheridan
Pedro Perez Michael Stanton
Maria Pesqueira State Mechanical Services
Scott Piefer Phillip Stern
Will Press Richard & Sharon Thomas
SylviaPuente Karen Thomas
Renaissance Charitable Jose Toribio

Foundation Rebecca Wallenfelsz
Lauren Ro§enthal James N. Zartman
keo Schmitz Michael Zubrzycki

obin Semer

up to $499

AbbVie Jack Dybalsk

AGG Consulting Peter & Sarah Efroymson

Ana Aguirre Tonya Cope Eisenberg

Airline Towing, Inc. Thomas Elizalde

Claudia Alcantara Suzanne Enright

Joseph & Sandra Marlyn J. Evans
Anselmo Michael J. Ewers

Fawn Areddia Exelon Corporation

Xavier Arias Juan Fernandez

Roberto Arista Miguel Fernandez

Rosanne Arnold Toi Fields-Abdullah

Martin Avila Cindy Fitzgerald

Nereida Barreno Tommy Fitzgibbons

Nancy Beach Dorinda Flores

Mark Beci Joli Fridman

Thomas Belsanti Steve Frost

Donette Bisett Colin Fry

Blackbaud Giving Fund Daniel Fulweiler

Miguel Blancarte Mary K. Gaughan

Thomas Bomba Esg. John F. Geary

Keerthi Boru Michelle Georges

Juliet Bramlett Give Lively Foundation

Brennan Electric, Inc. Manuel Gdmez

Allison Brett John Gorniak

Anne M. Brett Tiffany Griffin

Michele & Matthew Brett  Darlene Gramigna

Pat Brett Leo Guerrero

Barbara J. Brooks Antonio Guillen

Anthony Brown Kristin R. Haberkorn

Mark Burkland Peter Hadjis

David R Butzen Barbara M. Hanrahan

Donald Butzen Tammi Hardy

Adam Cano Joshua Hauser

Roger Caplis Rocio Hernandez

Carlos R. Cardenas, CPA  Roman Hernandez

Maria Cardenas Allisa "Lisa" Herrera

Ellen Carroll Meg Hiestand

Francis Catania Kelly Higgins

Edward Cedano Thomas C. Hines

Monica Lizeth Centeno Kara M. Hoeger

Stephen Cittadine Timothy J. Hoffmeister

Kathryn Coughlin Jack Howard

Susan Cox Robert William Hunter

Irene Cuyun James M. Hyland

Mark Davis Adriana Isabel

Christine Decyk Olu Ishmael

Reshma Dhake Virginia Martinez J.D.

Timothy J Dillon Cynthia Jared

Paul F Divittorio Chris Jimenez

Kimberly Doherty David L. Johnsen

Abby Donovan Talaya R. Johnson
James Dragoo Suni Kartha

Sian Duprey Kato Family Foundation

Magdalyne Romero Ryan Kaufman

Michael Kelly

Kirby Kemp

Mike Kerwin
Victoria Kim
Charles Klaus

Pat Klaus

Kim Knight

Michael Knight
Richard J. Knight
Stephen J. Knight
Susan Knight
Raymond F. Koporc
Mark Koppel
James Kosenesky
Michael J. Kurent
Joseph S. Labuda
William R. Lamme
Guadalupe Lechuga
Phaedra Leslie
John Levi

Joel Levin

Lorena Levy-Alonso
Fallon Leyba

Juan Carlos Linares
Andrew Lindstad
Eduardo Lopez
Jasmine Lopez
Kimberly Lopez
William Luce
Alyssa Ludwig

Luis Lugo

Kathleen Lyons
Joseph A. Madden
Amy Madden
Nikolas Magallén
Stephanie Martinez
Daniel Martinez
Kayla Matias
Daniel F. McCullough
Marlee McCullough
MK McCullough
Ray McElroy

Colin McGauley
Matthew J. McKee
Robert A. McNamara
Scott McQuillan
Luisana Melendez
Alyssa Mendez
Leno Mendoza
Manuel Mendoza
Lauren Miga
James Miller

Frank Militello
Rosanne Moeslein
Teddy Moore
Jennie Moreau
Patricia Mota
Janet Murguia
Matthew T. Murphy
Shaun Murphy
Ailish Murrihy
Michelle Mylonas
Anita Nagler

Chris Nielsen
Armeser M. Norman
Northern Trust
Alice Novotney
Jose Ismael Nunez
Jeannie Clarkin Olson
Frank T. Omiecinski
Christine O'Reilly
Brian Ortega
Michelle Page
Joseph Painter
Jacqueline Pauls
Jurydia Perez

Sonia Perez
Henry & Tonya
Pietrkowski
Denise Poremba
Jalaine McBride Price
Elizabeth Pufunt
David & Delia Ramirez
Steve Regan
Michelle Reyes
Robert R. McCormick
Foundation
Edson Rodriguez
Dawn Romei
Krystal Ross
Delaney Rudofski
Dave Rudofski
Amanda Rudofski
Sophia Ruffolo
Roman Ruiz
Helen K. Ryan
S&C Electric Company
Meghann Salamasick
Mary McCann Sanchez
James Santucci
Gary Schaer
Deborah Schenk
Renee Schodosky
Tina Schroll
Sandra K. Seim
Ivelisse Serrano
Dorrie Seyfried
Paul Siegfried
Alderman Byron
Sigcho-Lépez
Frank P. Signorelli
Samuel J. Signorelli
Gerardo Silva
Ann Smetana
Frank Smetana
David Soper
Jourdan Sorrell
Chris Stevenson
James Stilling
Bryan Stokes Il
Robert Stoll
Terri Schiek Stupinski
Sue Suchy
Helen Sutter
Charles Sutton
John Suzukida
Lisa Szostak
Madeline Talbott
Monica Tijerina
United Way of Greater
Cincinnati
Maria Dolores Urbina
Catherine Valentine
Mark A. Valentine
Amador Valenzuela
Susana Valenzuela
State Senator
Celina Villanueva
Sonia Villasefior
Katrina Walton
Natalie Walsh
Hillary Ward
James Wasta
Patricia Watkins
Barbara Watts
Paul F. Wells
Cynthia Weston
Frank J. Williams
Patricia Wright
Matthew L. Zaker
Andrea Zopp
William J. Zurella
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Financials -

Statement of activities for the year ended YOUTH SERVICES
June 30, 2024 (with comparative totals for
the same span of the previous year).

2024

EXPENSE
ALLOCATION
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: Revenue
g 2024
% Contributions 1,855,286
< In-Kind Contributions 47,074
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago 25,000
Fees & Grants from Gov't Agencies 15,988,684
Program Service Fees 85,107
Interest and Dividends 121,002
Gain (loss) on Investments 255,754
Miscellaneous Income 67,802
Total Revenue & Other Support 18,445,709
Expenses
Program Services:
Children’s Services 14,226,370
Youth & Community Services 2,829,143
Supporting Services:
Management & General 300,261
Fundraising 54,393
Total Expenses 17,410,167
N Change in Net Assets 1,035,542
m Net Assets at Beginning of Year 11,478,310

GAPS HILL Net Assets at End of Year 12,513,852




James P. Brett Sr.

Jorge Leon

Jorge V. Cazares

Luis Gutierrez

Debra Clayton

Fernando Higareda

LUIS NARVAEZ
KIMBERLY LOPEZ
ROMAN HERNANDEZ

Beverly Wyckoff

Luisiana Melendez

Juan Orta

OUR TEAM

Board of Directors

James A. Brett Amber Crain Daniel Baker

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT TREASURER
David Shier
Leslie Drish
Dr. Tonya Bibbs Mark Hersh
Thomas W. Miller SECRETARY MEMBER-AT-LARGE
Associates Board
DR. YOLANDA A. COLEMAN NATE BRIGGS REBECCA MURRAY
JESUS PALAFOX VALDOVINOS KENNETH HAMILTON LETITIA 'TISH'
SARA SADAT NATE SMITH WILLIAMS-PARKER

GIVE TODAY.

\
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Expand Access,
Create Opportunity

Give today to support our continued work toward
empowering Chicago’s hardworking families.

Or visit to learn more.
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http://gadshillcenter.org/donate

GADS HILL CENTER
NORTH LAWNDALE
2653 W OGDEN AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60608

GAD'S HILL CENTER SITES

Pilsen

N. Lawndale
Brighton Park

312 226 0963
773 521 1196
773 893 5877

PARTNER NETWORK SITES

Diana’s Playpen

Literacy Zone
M & E Daycare

773 306 0850
773 306 0856
773 5857979

Home Visiting 773 269 6595 Kiddie College 773 922 6599
HOME VISITING ;
PROGRAM OFFICES Chicago Lawn 773 696 4742 Peachtree 773 238 2401
4234-6 S ARCHER AVE
CHICABO, L 60632
GADS
HILL
CENTER
BRIGHTON
PARK
455 S ARCHER AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60632
LITERACY
ZONE
5831 WESTERN AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60636
DIANA’S PLAYPEN OF
LITTLE GENIUSES
6236 S WESTERN AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60636
GADS HILL CENTER
CHICAGO LAWN
3137 W71ST ST
CHICAGO, IL 60529
M&E
DAYCARE
3728 W 79TH ST KIDDIE COLLEGE
CHICAGO, IL 60852 LEARNING CENTER
8046 S WESTERN AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60620
PEACHTREE Chicago
DAYCARE | QFS cincaga.. ogrogrge
1431 W. TNTH STREET andSwportSenices  Thriving across generations.

CHICAGO, IL 60643

1919 W Cullerton Street, Chicago, IL 60608
(312) 226-0963 | gadshillcenter.org




